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1. This 



and is transmitted to me applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

. a>jktpyp<3 i e sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



m □ 
iv □ 

v 

VI □ 

VII □ 
Vffl I 1 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



| International application No. 

PCT/FR2003/000986 



L Basis of the report 



i l with regard to the elements of the international application:* 
l^j the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



1-13 



, as originally fiied 
, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 



1-18 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 



p filed with the demand 



mi filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 



1/3-3/3 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



w9 tiled with the letter of 



| [ the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages , — 

pages 



, as originally tiled 



_ , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



1 5fesfej»-ffla»-aasa- — — — 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ 1 language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary exammation (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

1 3 With I^to any nudeotide and/or annuo acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
' preH^S examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing. 
[~1 contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form .. . . 
H The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the drsclosure m the 

international application as filed has been furnished w 

□ Z UL the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the wntten sequence hstmg has 

been furnished. 

4. CD The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

| | the description, pages „ 

pn the claims, Nos. 



j | the drawings, sheets/fig . 



r-, This report has been established as if (some of) the amendmen^ had not b~n made, since they have been considered to go 
I 5. LJ beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

" 7ny placement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-18 



1-18 



1-18 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

The method according to claim 1 differs from the one known 
from Dl (EP-A-0 342 690), which is the closest prior art, in 
that the preforms pass through a chamber located upstream of 
the ultraviolet lamps and in which a spray of 
decontaminating agent is constantly contained. 

Since the steps of depositing the decontaminating agent and 
applying the ultraviolet radiation take place in different 
locations, the decontaminating agent is thoroughly active 
when it is deposited on the vessels. Furthermore, the fact 
that the decontaminating agent is confined in a chamber in 
spray form minimises the amount of liquid effectively used 
while entirely wetting, both inside and out, the necks of 
the preforms. 

The claimed solution cannot be derived in an obvious manner 
from the prior art. 

The subject matter of claim 1 therefore involves an 
inventive step. 

For the same reasons, the subject matter of claim 4 relating 
to a facility also involves an inventive step. 

Claims 2, 3 and 5 to 8 are dependent on claims 1 and 4 
respectively and thus also comply, as such, with the 
requirements of novelty and inventive step of the PCT. 
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